McKinlay is a 2 1/2yr old English Springer Spaniel who came to the clinic because he had been vomiting intermittently for a couple of weeks.  Despite treatment the vomiting continued and Mac was admitted for some Xrays.

Before Mac was given any anaesthetic or even a premed we took a small blood sample (why not visit our facebook for our demonstration video) in order to run some pre anaesthetic tests to check internal organ function and blood cells   Thankfully these results were all within normal limits and an intravenous catheter was placed. We use this to ensure his anaesthetic is administered smoothly and in case he should require fluid therapy or other medications while he is anaesthetised. 

Mac was then given his premed and 20mins later was ready for his full anaesthetic to be given.  Mac was given an injection into his IV catheter.  Once sleepy an endotracheal tube was placed (this is a tube which ensures Mac airway is maintained while he is asleep) and connected to our anaesthetic machine which will deliver both oxygen and the inhaled anaesthetic agent which will keep Mac asleep throughout.  Mac was then ready to be x-rayed.  The x-rays revealed a very large radio-opaque object in his stomach, so he was immediately prepped for surgery.  His wound site was then clipped and cleaned and once sterile, he was transferred into one of our theatres.  Our vets preformed a gastrotomy, which is a surgical opening into the stomach and removed a very large stone.  During surgery Mac was monitored closely by our registered Veterinary Nurses, who make constant checks on his heart rate, respiratory rate, capillary refill time (ensuring his gums are a nice healthy pink and he’s not shocked or suffering blood loss) and his temperature.  Anaesthetic levels are adjusted as required throughout surgery.  Mac’s operation took an hour but Mac was under anaesthetic for 1hr 45mins, from start to finish.

Mac remained on intravenous fluids following surgery and was then introduced slowly onto a bland diet.  We are pleased to say that Mac made an uneventful recovery.
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Thankfully his owners had him insured as the bill came to just under £1200.  His owner now has a very expensive stone to keep, which was originally from their driveway.  Unfortunately Mac loves picking up stones so let’s hope he has learnt his lesson.
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